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	Text1: May 18, 2009 


Ms. Susan Meister 
Administrative Rules Coordinator 
Illinois Department of Public Health 
535 W. Jefferson Street, 5th Floor 
Springfield, Illinois 62761 
dph.rules@illinois.gov 

RE:  May 19, 2009 JCAR Meeting—Rulemaking for Public Act 95-0671 (Child Health Examination Code) 

Dear Ms. Meister: 

Please accept my input regarding the proposed State eye exam form and Rule for Public Act 95-0671.  

My dedication and commitment in behalf of children’s vision for almost seven years serves the best interests for all of Illinois. (I’m the mother of Amy of "Amy's Law," Public Act 93-0504 from 2003.) 

I’m also the founder and president of Vision First Foundation, the 501(c)(3) non-profit group that submitted the “Preschool and Student Comprehensive Eye and Vision Examination Report” to your Department to bring meaning and purpose to an eye examination. Vision First Foundation was formed to support "Amy's Law" and required eye examinations.  

It is our hope and goal that this Vision First form will be approved by the Department of Public Health (IDPH) during the rulemaking period.  

Non-acceptance of the Vision First form and the repeal of Sections 665.620-640 during this rulemaking will NOT assure a consistent level of diagnostic eye care and will NOT ensure equal access to this care for all Illinois children as presented in the State Mandates Act Questionnaire. 

There is a need for Vision First Foundation.  According to the IDPH Vision Conservation Annual Reports from 2000-2008, between 54 and 72 percent of parents whose child failed a vision screening did NOT complete the recommended referrals to an eye doctor.  

The “Kids Eyes Count Campaign” is a winning action plan.  The Campaign contains: report forms; fact sheets; and prewritten letters for schools.  Attached are the “Proposal for Schools” and the “A+ Action Plan for Schools.”  More information is available on our website at: www.VisionFirstFoundation.org. 


 



	Text2: I also want to take this opportunity to inform you about federal bill H.R. 577, the "Vision Care for Kids Act of 2009." According to the full text of H.R. 577, to be eligible to receive grant money, the State must submit “a plan for the use of grant funds, including how funds will be used to complement existing State efforts (including possible partnerships with non-profit entities).” 

The Department’s approval of the Vision First form is an excellent opportunity to begin a partnership with our non-profit group.  The Department already formed a partnership with “Safe Kids Worldwide.” For further information, please visit the IDPH website at: www.idph.state.il.us/childsafety/kidvan.htm

I’m aware Mr. Michael Horstman, the executive director of the Illinois Optometric Association, is opposed to an alternate form.  His objection is shocking and contrary because he is an employee of the association that adopted the resolution “Importance of Comprehensive Eye and Vision Examinations” in 2007 that supports the mission of Vision First Foundation. 

Mr. Horstman and the Illinois Optometric Association did NOT initiate the eye exam bill. 

The Illinois Federation of Teachers initiated the bill because of a resolution I prepared "Required Vision Examination before Entering Kindergarten."  For further information, please read the following article on the Vision First website: "Illinois’ New Eye Exam Law. The story behind Senate Bill 641." 

Previous vision screenings and routine health exams failed to detect my daughter’s vision problem like countless other children.  

The intent of Senate Bill 641 was for children to have an eye examination. 

Thank you very much for your prompt assistance in this matter.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  

Respectfully submitted,

Janet Hughes, founder and president
Vision First Foundation  

cc:  Ms. Vicki Thomas, Executive Director, Joint Committee on Administrative Rules; JCAR Members:  Senator Maggie Crotty; Representative Angelo “Skip” Saviano; Senator J. Bradley Burzynski; Senator Randall M. Holtgren; Senator Mattie Hunter; Senator Dan Rutherford; Senator Ira Silverstein; representative John Fritchey; Representative Lou Lang; Representative Donald Moffitt; Representative David Miller; Representative Rosemary Mulligan; Senator Christine Radogno, Senate Minority Leader, Vision First Honorary Board Member; Speaker of the House Michael Madigan, Vision First Honorary Board Member; Representative Jim Durkin; Dr. Floyd Mizener, IOA Past President; Vision First Vice-President; Dr. Albert Bucar, IOA Past President, AOA Past President; OEI President; Vision First Honorary Board Member; Terry A. Steczo, Past State Representative; Vision First Honorary Board Member; U.S. Senator Dick Durbin.
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